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To the Right Honourable 
EDWARD G RI F+EIN, Eſq; 


Treaſurer of the great Chamber, 
and Lieutenant Colonel] of his Majeſties firſt 
Troop of Guards. 


Hononrable Sir, 
Here isno inducement in the 


World could have poflibly 
raiſed my Ambition ſo high, as to 
thelter ſo mean a Piece under ſo 

reat a Name, but that I was well af- 
ured, the fcope and intent of this 
Diſcourſe, Honetty and Loyalty, 
would be acceptable ; thoſe Gems 
being always juſtly valued by you, 
in whatever rugged Shells they are 
found. Loyalty is that which you 
have always kept near your Heart, 
the mark not only of your felf,burt 
of your Family for many Genera- 
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tions, that Veſtal Fire which hath 
never gone out, but hath cheriſhed 
an inextinguiſhable zeal for your 
King and Country. 

Blefled be God for Victory ! we 
live now ina time when Loyalty is 
in faſhion, it ſwims quietly down 
the Stream without any oppoſiti- 
on, and every one will venture out 
to Seain Halcyon days. But you 
{hew'd undeniable proof of yours 
in the greateſt Storms of Rage and 
Fury. Loyalty indeed is a Jewel in 
all times and perſons ; tis the ſpirit 
and life of all Vertues, without 
which they become hurtful to the 
owners and the Publick ; but in il! 
times it is truly valuable, tis then a 
Diamond that ſhines beſt in the 
dark, 

Such a true ancient unintereſfled 
Loyalty is that which fills your 


breaſt, not grounded upon Deſign 
and 
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and Advantage, but too generous 
to be warp'd to Intereſt; ſuch a 
Loyalty as ſtuck clole to the fide of 
an injured Prince, ſtem'd the Tide 
of popular Fury,ſcorn'd the Mena- 
ces of the Vulgar, and the feavou- 
riſh Heat of a miſled Parliament, 
that was undaunted at the madneſs 
of the People, and the rage of the 
Sea ; and when that mercileſs Ele- 
ment threatned to devour that 
Prince,that had been,and was to be 
the Darling of Providence,a ſacred 
bleſſing for our happy Land,was ſeen 
toucht with no fear £4 that of your 
Princes ſafety. Such a Loyalty as 
in a dangerous Inteſtine Rebellion 
ſpar'd not, for your King and Coun. 
tries good; an only Son, the ſole re- 
maining Branch ofa Greatand An- 
cient Family, but expos'd his ten- 
der years to hardihip and danger, 


.and the fury of the worlt of men, 
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even thoſe that were below con=- 
tempt. Such a Loyalty as was not 
lately took up, as that of others,and 
aukwardly manag'd, but was de- 
ſcended from a long ſeries of An- 
ceſtors, was elevated and purified 
by their ſucceſhve practices, and in 
you ſublim'd to the higheſt pitch ; 
{0 that what in others 1s Pafſon or 
Intereſt, in you is your veryEflence. 
And thatLoyalty in you might nor 
ſeem athing of chance, it is become 
theGenius of your houſe,your ho- 
nourableLady & hopeful Son have 
a magnificent proportion. The for- 
mer,thougha tender and indulgent 
Mother, yet, when the good of her 
King and Country requir'd it, for- 
got even Nature, laid aftide Aﬀe- 

ion, and with a generoſity, and 


| pn_ of mind worthy her Illu- 


riousName & Family witha mag- 
nanimity beyond her Sex,not only 
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conſented to , but encourag'd an 
onely 5on to War; a deed beyond 
the ſpirit of a Spartan Matron ſo 
much renowned in Hiſtory. 

Nor did the fon of two ſuch Pa- 
rents fruſtrate the expectation that 
was juſtly had of him, but, prefer- 
ring the duty he ow'd his King and 
Country to all other confiderati- 
ons, with a willing and chearftul 
Loyalty, & a Courage ſuperiour to 
his Age, he took upon him the toil 
and labourof the Camp, his Coun- 
tries good being above all other in- 
vitations, more attractive than the 
{plendor and glory of the Court, 
even than the charms of a young 
beautiful and beloved Bride; he not 
allowing himſelf that Priviledge 
which God indulg'd the Jews,when 
married, one Year to abſtain from 
Warfare to live with the Wife of 
their Youth. Such great acts in the 

early 
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carly Spring of Age give an hope= 
ful ————_ of what the coming 
Harveſt will be. In each there 1s 
matter of ſurprize and wonder, 
ſomething above Example that en- 
forces Reſpect and Honour: ſo that 
where ſucha Conſtellation of Loy- 
al Vertues meet, Loyalty cannot 
fear to obtain a Patron, which will 
be look'd onas the greateſt honour 
could poſſibly be conferred on, 


Honourable Sir, 


Your moſt Humble Faithful 
and Obliged Servant, 


T Ho. HEyrick, 
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2 SAM. 15, I1. 
eAnd with Abſalom went two hundred 


men out of Feruſalem that were called, 
and they went in their ſamplicity, and 
they knew not any thing, 


F we conſider the unparallel'd deeds of 
Darkneſs lately committed in this our 
Land, we ſhall have little reaſon to be- 

lieve with ſome of the ancient Hereticks, that 

Sin is by imitation ; or in a ſtrict ſence to hold 

even with Solomon, that there is nothing new un- 

der the Sun. In deeds of Villany our Age 
hath ſcorned to tread in a beaten path ; ro 
go by Preſidents and Examples, but can detie 
the deeds of former Ages, and the invention 
muſt be aſcribed wholly to themſelves. Yet 
however we cannot deny but as there is a cir- 
culation of Times and Scalons, Days and 

Years, and a periodical motion of Heaven and 

Earth ; ſo without {uppoling a Metemplucho- 

ſis, there is of humours and tempers of men, 

and of ations good or bad flowing from 

B them. 
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them. And though the Hiſtories of former 
times to a prudent man are a good guide to 
wiſdom, though we are learnt from holy Scri- 
pture, 1 Cor. 10. 11. that what things hapned 
to others are for our enſamples, and are writ- 
ten for our admonition; the good ations 
and their Rewards enroll'd for our Imitation ; 
the evil and their puniſhment for our Terrour. 
Yet have we ſome in our times that ſeem to 
have been converſant with the Sacred Scrip- 
ture onely to learn how to be conſcientiouſly 
wicked, and to fin by Pattern, that weed out 
the worſt deeds of men there mentioned to 
be a Scheme for their praftice , and conſider- 
ing the ill uſe they make of it, ( to be exqui- 
ſitely and exaQly wicked ) we have reaſon to 
believe it had been well for them had they 
never ſeen that holy Book. A pregnant in- 
ſtance of which is the unnatural Rebellion 
mentioned in this and the ſubſequentChapters, 
and its exaC@ agreement with our times, it ſee- 
ming to be an Hiſtory of our days under bor- 
rowed names. Yet however I ſhall not be 
tempted to draw up the Parallel ( it having 
been done learnedly and Ingeniouſly by other 
hands ) but ſome things there are of ſo great 
note, and paſſed by by others, that I cannot 


paſs them without a remark. 
1. That 
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Firſt, That itis the deadly policy of Rebels 


to revile the Government, and tax the Juſtice 
of a Nation. This was Abſolows practice , 
2 Sam. 15. 3. to the people coming for Ju- 
ſtice ; See thy matters are good and right , but 
there is no man deputed of the King to hear thee. 
And then preſently ſubjoyns what Juſtice he 
would do it he was King. There is nothing 
more conqduces to the grandeur and honour of 
a Prince, and the fafety and peace of a Peo- 
ple: Nothing more ingages Subje&s to Alle- 
giance and love to a Prince than the due exe- 
cution of Juſtice, it being the Baſis upon 
which the happineſs of both is founded ; and 
we in this Land have reaſon to bleſs God, that 
not onely from the Conſtitution of our Go- 
vernment, but from the Temper of our Prince, 
( a King of Juſtice, Integrity , and Faithful- 
nels ) we are almoſt the onely Nation in the 
world where Juſtice and Equity are impartial- 
ly diſpenſed, and no mans Right , either by 
Fear, Flattery , or Bribes, given away. So 
that if we be not happy, 'tis not the fault of 
the Government, but of our ſelves, ſince there 
1s nothing doth make a Land more fruitful in 
Bleſſings, and ought to make a People more 
pure from Pollution and Defilement , than 
when they are watered with the true Dew of 
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Heaven , Juſtice : When judgement runs down 
as waters, and righteouſneſs as a mighty ſiream, 
Amos 5. 24. 

Yet have we thoſe in our Iſrael as well as 
David had in his, that to carry on their mil- 
chicvous practices, vent all the Scandals that it 
1s poſſible for venomous Wit and Malice, for 
men poſſeſſed with the Devil ( who hath his 
name (a9) from Detamation ) to . invent, 
or Tongues ſet on fire of Hell to vomit out 
againſt the Government, we for one Shimet in 
David's time having a thouſand. _ What vi- 
perous Pamphlets have they ſpread ? What 
poiſon'd InveQtives ? things that ſeem beyond 
the invention or malice of men, have much of 
the Fiend in them, and can be nothing but the 
venom of that old Serpent, by their talſhood 
ſhewing their Original from him who was a 
Liar from the beginning. And it 1s ſtrange 
to conſider after ſo many viiible Mercies of _ 
Cod to our King and Religion, and ſo many _ 
Judgements on Rebellion, with what a brazen 
Forehead they yet continue their unparallel'd 
Forgeries, which yet. viſibly ſhews the weakneſs 
of their cauſe ;-for as that which is founded on 
Truth ( which is eternal and never alters ) is 
built on an immovable Rock which nothing 


can ſhake : So that which is grounded upon 
falihood, 


KUN 


KUM 


Preached on the 26th of July, 1685. 5 


falſhood which hath no real exiſtence but in 
mens imagination , and continually changes, 
muſt needs of it felt come to ruine. 

So that though nothing of truth can poſli- 
bly be gathered from their Reports, they be- 
ivg all but the effets of Malice, Diſcontenr, 
and the ſpirit of Lying ; yer this we may 
learn, that ſince the detaming of Government 
is one chief Artifice of a Rebel, commonly 
forerunning Sedition, ſince thoſe are but the 
flying Troops that ſcowre the way for the groſs 


body of Rebellion that follows, we ought to © 


be very careful of thoſe chat invent or ſpread, 
or with delight and joy liſten to thoſe peſti- 
lent reports ; they are hidden Rebels, and 
want onely means or opportunity, not will : 

There is Fire though covered with Aſhes, and 
how dreadful one ſpark may prove when it 
hath matter to work upon every one can judge 3 
and what care thoſe that are in Authority 
ſhould rake to ſuppreſs them, the meancſt ca- 
pacity can underſtand, 

Secondly Rebellion is uſually carried on 
with a pretence of Religion, 'riz 1 it (elf us 
ly and deteſtable, a fearful , hideous , an 
deformed Monſter , and therefore clothes ic 
ſelf in the venerable and Sacred garb of Re- 


ligion. Thus Abſalom, when he hal Jai! the 
Schome? 
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Scheme of his unnatural Rebellion, and every 
Agent and Inſtrument was ready, that he might 
have a fair pretence to Icave the Court , he 
ſpeaks to his Father in the 7th verſe of this 
Chapter, I pray thee, |:1 me go and pay my vow 
which I vowed to the Lord in Hebron. Surely 
there is no evil a& the Devil can put a man 
on more irreligious or unnatural than Rebelli- 
on, more againſt the Law of Nature, of God, 
and of Man, and fo needs all poſſible Artifice. 

That it is irreligious we ſhall eaſily aflent 
to, if we conſider the manifold dehortations 
in Scripture from it ; the character that gives 
of it, to be as the ſin of Witchcraft, and by 
Moſes Law a Witch was not ſuffered to live, 
Exod. 22.18. and that ſin which is enmity to- 
ward God, is calied by that odjious name. If 
we conſider the many poſitive Commands 
both in the Old and New Teſtaments, to Obe- 
dience, SubjeQion, and Loyalty, the Principles 
and Practices of the Primitive Chriſtians, and 
the Doctrine of the Church of Exglaud, which 
allows of no pretence for Rebellion, and will 
not that any Intereſt, Provocation or Opprel- 
{ion, ſhould cancel that eternal Obligation and 
Bond of Loyalty. 

That Rebellion 1s no leſs unnatural than ir- 
re]i710us every one may know, that conſiders 
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that the whole Nation in a Politick capacity is 
but one Body,and that Rebellion is an unnatural 
War between the Members and the Head and 
that it is the proper aCtion of an Epileptick or 
raging mad-man with his own hands to wound, 
tear, and beat himſelt : not to recount that the 
King is the Father of the Country, and Rebel- 
ling againſt him is not onely caſting off our 
Allegiance, but of that natural Duty and At- 
fection we owe him. And if, according to the 
Law of Moſes, a ſtubborn Son that would not 
obey the voice of his Father and Mother 
was to be ſton'd by the Congregation, Der. 
21. 18, 21. what can theſe unnatural Rebels 
deſerve. Rebellion therefore being thus juſt- 
ly odious, ( to omit many other aggravating 
Circumſtances ) an Enemy to Religion and 
Reaſon, to Piety and Policy, the Laws of God 
and Men. . It isno wonder if the miſchievous 
policy of Rebels clothe it in a good garb to 
make it acceptable : to take away the irreli- 
gion they pretend Religion , and upon an 0- 
dious thing they put a good name ; and the 
unnaturalneſs of ir they molifie and {weeten 
with the delightful ſounds of Liberty and Pro- 
perty, and fo carry their Prolelytes away wirh 
noiſes, ſhapes and ſhadows for realities, ſhows 
and Pageants for ſubſtantial Bleſſings ; the 


realon 
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reaſon and conſideration of the Rabble being 
pot in their Brain, but in their Eyes and Ears. 

Thirdly, All the Nobility and chief of the 
Land were with David, v. 18. And all bis ſer- 
cauts paſſed on before him , and all the Chere- 
thites, and the Pelethites , and the Gittites, all 
the Nobility and men of Military order. And 
ro make it the more remarkable,it is ſaid, they 
were thoſe that came with him from Gath, the 
true old Royaliſts ; they were his Compani- 
ons in baniſhment, they were after-ſharers of 
his Proſperity, and now again the faichful At- 
tendants of his Adverſity ; which doth ſhew 
that true Loyalty is no ſudden fit of Paſſion, 
took up for Intereſt, Gain, Honour or Glory, 
but an eternal Principle, an inherent Vertue, 
cngraven dceply in the Soul,writ like the Laws 
of the Medes and Perſians; not to be ſoft- 
ned or melted by Proſperity , nor broken by 
Adverlſity, yielding to neither extreams, but 
ſcorning the flattery of one, and fury of the 
other. 

Ac for Abſalom, his company conſiſted of the 
meaneſt of the people; thoſe that he had 
ſordidly cringed and bowed into ſubmillion, 
had kiſs'd out of their Loyalty, and had brea- 
thed into them Rebellion ; thoſe whom he had 
Alattered out of that incſtimable Jewe!, their 

Honeſty 
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Honeſty and Conſcience , and deluded with 
warm hopes of glorious times when he came 
to reign ; men they were of low rank, little 


fortune, and leſs ſenſe, neither capable of the 


impreſſions of Honour or Reaſon, Religion or 
Honeſty ; for among all that diſorderly band 
we read of no man of note but Amaſa a re- 
lation of Joab's, whom Abſalom made Captain - 
of the Hoſt, 2 Sam. 17. 25. This ſeems fo 
true a draught of our Rebellion , that nothing 
can poſlibly be more like ; ours being an In- 
ſurreQion of the Peaſants, of the Dregs and 
Lees of- the People againſt the King and Par- 
liament, the Nobility, Gentry , and Clergy : 
Not unlike the Bellum Serwile among the An- 
cients, and 'tis not improbable it might have 
been as happily ended as that, had the ſame me- 
thods been uſed , to have encountered them 
not with Swords, but with Whips. 

Fourthly, All the Prieſts and Levites were 
with Dawvid, v. 24. And lo Zadock alſo and all 
the Levites were with him bearing the Ath of 
the Covenant of God. That a rude diſorderly 
multitude ſhould riſe againſt David, the Che- 
rethites, the Pelethites, and the Gittites, and all 
the men of might, was a thing that ſufficicnt- 
ly ſhew'd their madneſs and the miſt that Am- 
bition caſts before mens eyes ; but that they 
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went without God , not one Prieſt or Levite 
with them, without, nay againſt the Ark of 
the Covenant of God, evidently ſhews their 
Impiety. To the Prieſts was intruſted the 
Oracles of the living God, and the Prieſts Lips 
preſerve knowledge ; and it was thar Religi- 
on, of which they were profeſſors, that taughe 
chem, as it doth us , Loyalty and Fidelity to 
our Prince. From whence we may gather, that 
the trueſt and moſt unalterable Loyalty is that 
which flows from Religion, and is grounded 
on the Commands of God , God having tixed 
the Thrones of Princes upon the ſame Baſis 
that he hath his own ; Fear God , and Honour 
the King going hand in hand. Hence alſo we 
learn, that no Religion, or pretence of it, can 
patronize Rebellion, fince it 1s ablolutely con- 
trary to it : and that that Religion that upon 
any pretence w hatſoever doth allow Rebellion, 
is falle, and the tenet dainnable. 

In which we may ſec the Primitive Piety, 
and Apoſtolical Truth of the Church of Eng- - 
land, which hath ſtood unitaken in its Lond 
ty among all the ſtorms of Fury , and Parox- 
1ms of Madneſs which have ſeized our Na- 
tion ; for neither the rage of the Heathen, nor 
madneſs of the people that imagined a vain 


thing ; not the fears and rumours of Innova- 
tions 
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tions tn Religion , dreſt up with all the ama- 
zing circumſtances of horrour ; not ſecret un- 
derminings and open Batteries ; not the force 
of threatning, nor power of per{waſion ; nor 
all other ſtratagems of rebellious Minds could 
ever draw off one true Son of the Church 


from his Allegiance and Loyalty. Loyalty 


being the badge of the Church and Clergy of - 


Enyland; and there being no truer Shibboleth 
to diſtinguiſh her true Sops from thoſe that are 
{purious and pretended ones ; they, obeying 
not for wrath, but for Conſcience ſake. Not 
tor fear of the Laws, but the fear of God. An 
eternal Obligation, which will laſt, when all 
the low defigns of Intereſt and advantage , of 
fear and dread ( which vaniſh with their cau- 
ſes ) will periſh and die. And this brings me 
to conſider the particulars in my Text. 

And there went with Abſalom, &c. 

I ſhall not (peak of the ingratitude of Ab/a- 
lom , or tenderneſs of Dawid ; or of Teruſa- 
lem from whence , or Hebron whither Abſalom 
went ; or ſhew how near the Two hundred 
men that went with Ab/aloz: come to the num- 
ber of thoſe with which our Abſalom invaded 
this flouriſhing Kingdom. In the words 1 ſhall 
conlider, | 

1. That Rebels uſe many ways, inſinuations 
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and arts to draw men from their Allegiance : 
They were called, enticed. 

2. Men may be drawn by inſenſible degrees 
into Rebellion, and never perceive it or intend 
it ; They went in their ſimplicity. 

3- That Rebels never lay open their villa- 
nous intents to common view, but with great 
care and art hide them , covering them over 
with pleaſing pretences ; They knew not any 
thing. 1 

. Therefore it is every ones duty to be ve- 
ry careful how they are blindly led into wic- 
kedneſs. 

Firſt, Rebels uſe many ways and allurements 
to intice men from their Loyalty to joyn with 
them in Rebellion. Divines tell us,there is not 
one humour in the body which is predomi- 
nant, not one faculty of the Soul, or inclina- 
tion of the Mind which is ſtrong , or cuſtom 
that is inveterate 3 not one part of our Soul 
which is weak, or Conſcience which is ſear'd, 
to which theDevil doth not lay continual fiege, 
by temptations made up with exquilite art, a- 
dapted and fitted to betray , and all levell'd 
to the reach and capacity of the ſinner. And 
as Rebellion had its original from the Devil, (6 
the Rebel hath not onely his Ambition, Pride, 
and Malice from him, but his Diligence too, 


going 
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going about like a roaring Lion , ſeeking whom 
e may devour : There being not any corrup- 
tion in Manners, or Hereſfie in Religion; no 
Diſeaſe in State, or Corruption in the Church ; 
no Intereſt, Humour, Paſſion, Diſcontent, Ma- 
lice or Rage, which he doth not make, ferment 
again, and add new Poiſon to it. 

To the fearful he applies rumours , jealou- 
ſies , Armies in the air, Barrels of Daggers, 
and Inſtruments of cruelty, till he hath turned 
their fear to deſparation : The Conſcientious 
or ſeemingly fo, he buzzes with Viſions, Ap- 
paritions, Propheſies, and alteration of Religi- 
on: The Covetous he debauches with promi- 
ſes of Wealth : The ambitious, of Honour ; 
The revengeful, of Blood and Proſcriptions ; 
and conſidering how many profligate wretches 
that have no ſenſe of God, were among them, 
we have reaſon to ſuſpe&t they were drawn 
in, as the young Nobility of Rowe were by 
Cataline , by making Stewes of his Houle : 
The Moon hath not more various faces than a 
Rebel, nor the firſt Matter more capable of 
receiving any form ; he can in one moment 
be an Angel of Light and of Darkneſs; now 
be in Bloud and Slaughter, and ſoon in Revels 
and Jollity ; true to nothing but Villany, at- 
tempting every thing but Honeſty, and can 
put on any thing but Sincerity, Bur 
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But as to men of various tempers, various 
temptations muſt be laid , ſo the Rabble, of 
which moſt Rebellions conſiſts, lics liable to all, 
the Rich being above Bribes, the Wile above 
Shapes, the Generous above Flattery , the Cou- 
ragious above Fear, but the common Rout 
ſubje to them all. For, whether it be their 
want of Judgment which makes them headlorg 
and furious, or whether their natural envy to 
Greatneſs & Excellency, of which they have no 
notion ;or their credulity and cafinels to believe 
and ſpread falſe Reports,and ſmother the true, 
willingly conducing to betray themſelves ; or 
whether it be a natural deſire of Novelty and 
Change ; or that they deſire ſtirs, having no- 
thing to loſe, and hoping to gain, their mean 
Souls pretering a little private gain to a King- 
doms ſafety ; or that they are fit ro mutiny 
and rebel, but not to fight 3 (and milcrable ace 


thoſe that rely on them) which one of thele,' 


or whether all conduce to make them ſo reſt- 
leſs, is not now to be decided : This is ſure, 
Blow but up a Trumpet, and ſay, Abſolom 
reigns in Hebron, and all the Sons of Belial will 
preicntly be with him. 

Secondly, Men may be drawn inſenfibly into 
evil courſes,and at laſt into Rebellion,it they ſet 
not a Guard upon themſelves. The progrels 
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in fin is unaccountable, the motion inviſible, 
and the Chains by which habits faſten on us 
are never to be explained. The traCt and path 
of Nature in many of its motions 1s very hard 
to follow, but none ſo myſterious as our courſe 
in ſin. We grow up from Infancy to Youth, 
from Youth to Manhood by inſenſible degrees, 
nor can we by all our watching perceive when 
any one Limb increaſes, or any one Member 
ſwells bigger : The Sun keeps his daily and 
yearly courſe, yet cannot the moſt piercing 
eye with all poſſible watchtulneſs diſcern any 
one ſtep that it takes, or how it ſteals on its 
unwearied courle from Eaſt to Weſt. Yet 
though we cannot perceive the manner how 
we grow, or the Sun doth move, yet we per- 
ceive the matter of fa&t, that we do grow, 
and that the Sun doth move. But in our courſe 
of ſin there is even an ignorance of the fad ; 
we not onely know not by what degrees we 
degenerate, but we are not ſenſible we do fo. 
Though we grow from good to bad, and i:om 
bad to worle, we perceive not the chang,c:, but 
think our ſelves as good as ever; fin having 
that faculty, that as it conquers it ſtupiffes, and 
as it is a contraditan to reaſon and ſenſe, to 
it takes them away 3 yet if God in his Mercy 
or Grace makts a man look back in his courſe 

in 
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in ſin, his going will ſeem like a mans deſcen- 
ding a pleaſant Hill, who when he turns back 
is amazed to ſce how low he is got before he 
perceive it. Many men are atrighted and trem- 
ble at the very thought of thoſe fins which in 
a little time become tamiliar, and loſe all their 
dread ; and as the Fox in the Fable is faid at 
firſt ſight of the Lion to be almoſt dead, at 
the next to abate of his fear, and after to grow 
ſo impudent to take him by the Beard ; ſo men 
by ſeeing fin ated often, or often ruminating 
on it, grow reconciled to it .; from a great fin 
it becomes a {mall one, from a {mall one to be 
none ; and ſonot onely to be ated, and that 
with delight, but to be vindicated, nay even 
gloried in asa perfeQion : but above all, very 
remarkable is the progreſs of men in Sedition 
and Rebellion. How many men (not to name 
other ways and means ) though the name of 
It is odious to them , have been drawn into 
Rebellion by a ſpice of ill Nature, or an itching 
Far ; for moſt men being naturally more de- 
lighted with the defamation than the praiſe of 
another, ( Praiſe being a tacite reprehenſion 
of themſelves that merit not ſo much ) and 

there being too many ready to gratifie them in 
It, among diverſity of diſcourſe the Govern- 

ment cannot ſcape free, and thoſe in Authori- 
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ty have their ſhare : So that ſome things be- 
ing heard for Mirth and Langhter, others with 
cruel delight in hatred to the perſon, others 
with enmity to Dignity and Power , they in- 
ſenſibly are infeted , they are poiſon'd even 
with what they hate, ſtaggered even with what 
they do not believe, till by continual reitera- 
tion, like ſo many ſeveral Batteries, their Prin- 
ciples of Loyalty at laſt ſink ; they begin to 
ſulpe&t and doubt , then to whiſper their 
fears, and continually puſhed on, ( mans de- 
praved nature being always ready to aggra- 
vate ). they become Mutinous, Seditious, and 
at laſt Rebellious. 

The beſt way therefore to prevent this E- 
vil, is to be very cautious what converſe we 
keep. There will ſomething ſtick behind ac- 
cording to our ſociety ; for as a man grows 
inſenſibly wicked ( though naturally enclin'd 
to good ) that herds with evil men, fo he will 
ſuck in principles of Loyalty, Worth, and In- 
tegrity by converfing with Loyal perſons : he 
will reQifie his: Miſtakes , improve his Judge- 
ment, and fortifie his good Sentiments and 
Reſolutions by Example and Encouragement. 

Thirdly, Rebels never lay open their villa- 
nous intents to common fight, but carry on 
their Proſelytes with ſpecious pretences. I am 
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apt to believe no one takes off the Vizard from 
Rebellion and ſhews her naked to open view z 
it would be an aſtoniſhing ſpectacle, and few 
would ſtrive to be in the embraces of the 
Monſter. Few faithfully tell them the Mur- 
ders, Robberies, Sacriledges, Rapes, Proſcripti- 
ons, and 1nnumerable milchiefs of an unnatu- 
ral Rebellion : few lay before their eyes the 
mangled diſmembred Bodies of thoſe Thou- 
ſands that were blindly led to death, the Son 
rriumphing in the death of his Father, and the 
Father of the Son : few ſound in their ears 
the cries and groans of the Fatherlels and Wi- 
dow made ſo by that unnatural War : few 
draw a Scheme of a flouriſhing Kingdom in 
deſolation, of Citics in aſhes, and of Religion 
bleeding to death wounded by her regardleſs 
Children. Theſe things and many more,though 
they are the natural effects of an unnatural 
War, they artificially conceal and bear up the 
Spirits and Courages of their followers with 
dreams of honour, riches and pleaſure, and 
ſuch ajery notions. The Devil never roid Exe 
if ſhe ear of the forbidden Tree , ſhe ſhould 
forfeit Paradiſe , and intail upon her fclt and 
miſerable Off-ſpring miſ-ry and death not to 
be reverſed, bu pleaſed her with ravithing ex- 
peCtations of being as God and knowing good 
and 


1/607 


Preaohed on the 26th of July, '1685. - 19 
and evil ; it being one of the chicf picces of 
Policy of the Devil and the Rebel to cover 
the danger, to blind men from ſeeing the Pre- . 
| cipice, and ſtrew the Pitfal with Flowers and 
| Delights. And this brings me to the fourth 
thing , which is the care we all of us ſhould 
take leſt we be led in our ſimplicity to ſin and 
wickedneſs : In order to which give me leave 
to Jay down theſe particulars. 
Firſt, Let us beware how we liſten to il] 
counſel, eſpecially fuch as tends to Sedition and 
Rebellion. There is a venomons quality in 
{ome mens Diſcourſe, and ſome have Adders 
Poylon under their Lips; nor is there any 
Senle that more or ſooner afte&s the Brain than 
Hearmg, there being a nearer way of Com- 
munication by that Organ than any other. Ob- 
Jzects may much affe& our Fancy or Imagina- 
| tion by the eye, the touch, and other Senſes; 
| but there is nothing ſo effeftual to ſtir ns up 
to good or bad ations as pointed and ſtabbing 
Sentences that ſtrike deep, and enter even in- 
tothe . inward Soul : the enthanted/ Songs of 
the. Syrens being as fatal as the Cyps of Crree 3 
| the wondrous effets of Eloquence have 'been 
| well known to the elder Ages of the world: 
| When an Orator hath ſtirr'd up the people i 
rage, as;4'Tenipeſt doth the'Sea; 46d pieMhdt) 
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made them ſmooth as glaſs again 3 the power 
of it is unaccountable , and able to ſhake the 
foundations of a State. As therefore the pow. 
er of words is fo great in good things, ( for 
| Faith comes by hearing ) fo it is proportiona- 
bly bad in evil things, and moſt pernitious and 
fatal in Seditions. If any ones diſcourſe there- 
fore tends to Sedition or Faction, let us ſtop 
our ears to it, and be as wiſe as the deaf Ad- 
der charm he never fo plauſibly : It we would 
be fafe let us fly ; that City ſeldom holds out 
long that admits of a Parley ; have no com- 
munication, there is deadly Poiſon near , and 
whatever the pretence 1s, there is death in the 
Pot. The Baſilisk kills by the {ight, many Poi- 
ſons by the taſte and touch , but this by the 
Far ; 'tis a venomous air, which when once 
entred into the Brain , it breeds Serpents and 
Scorpions, till after much pain (as Jupiter was) 
they are delivered of an armed Pallas. 

I wiſh there were not too many in our days 
that have been induſtrious to mix and give 
this Cup of Enchantment and deadly draught 
of Sedition. We read that many of the an- 
cient Hereticks were men of deep Learning, 
and of exemplary Life and Sobriety, and ſpake 
upon many points well and Orthodoxly, but 
ſtill they were infuſing their peſtilent Opinions 
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when ever the Subject would bear it. I wiſh 
the Nonconformiſt Preachers of our times were 
more guilty of their Learning and Piety, and 
not ſo much of venting their pernitious Prin- 
ciples, dangerous to Church and State ; and l 
hope now their unreaſonable cry of Perſecu- 
tion will ceaſe, ( their Conventicles being for- 
bid as Seditious) ſince the Egg is viſibly broke 
out into a Scorpion. Thele give Poiſon in a 
dranghe of pleaſure; they infuſe Principles 
which naturally tend to Sedition yet conceal 
the Name ; theſe lay the Train, kindle the 
Match which they know will take and blow 
up the State , and yet all the while plead Ig- 
norance ; they wind up the Spring , ſet the 
time when the Alarum of Rebellion ſhall bear, 
and yet all the while cry Innocence. And 
ſince there is ſo much miſchief in ill Converſe, 
in the Name of God I charge all Diſſenters 
from the Church, all deluded and bewildred 
Souls, all that have been drawn away , if not 
to att or abet Rebellion, yet to wiſh well to the 
Cauſe ; it they have any love for their Native 
Soil, any value for the Proteſtant Religion, 
( ſo much ſcandalized by theirevil Practices) or 
any care of their own Souls, that whenever 
hereafter they ſhall hear any diſcourſe that tends 


to Scedition,that they would ſtart back as it they 
had 
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had trod upon a Serpent ; for be they well aſ- 
ſur'd, who ever they be, whatever the pretence 
is, they are Foabs, though they proffer to em- 
brace they will ſmite under the fifth Rib and 
Kill ; they have a real defign againſt their peace 
and quiet, their Religion and Honeſty. And 
ſince-in the old Law, Dent. 13. whoever en- 
ticed to Idolatry though the neareſt Relation, 
#hongh thy brother the ſon of thy mother, or the 
wife of thy boſom, or thy friend which 3s as thy 
own Soul, entice thee to ſerve other Gods , thou 
ſhalt not ſpare him, &c. Surely then Rebellion 
breaks all ties of Nature, Love, and Friend- 
ſhip ; forfeits all Priviledges, nor ought we to 
{pare him that would draw.us from our God 
and King, our Religion and Loyalty. 

Secondly, Conſider how dangerous it 1s to 
follow the unlawful ambition of Rebellious ſpi- 
rits; a vice not onely fatal to all thoſe that 
are infected with it, but all thoſe that depend 
upon them, it being a precipitous {hppery path 
which few paſs ſafe, the dangers of which 
would deter any one whoſe Eyes were not 
fixed above, and dazled with the rays of Ho- 
nour, and the ruines of thoſe that have faln 
down the Precipice, afright any one that could 
look fo low ; but much more fatal is it to thoſe 


that are lcd in that fearful paſſage by their in- 
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conſiderate guides : Ceſar will be great, but it 
muſt be at the expence of a Million of Gals ; 
and to fatisfhe the thirſt of one reſtleſs Alexan- 
der, Rivers of Blood muſt be ſhed, and the 
peace and quiet of the whole world diſturb'd. 

Sure the eyes of common people will at laſt 
be open and fee that it is not them, bur their 
Ambition, that rebellious Spirits court; that 
they ſcorn and deſpiſe them onely for their 
ends, they being onely Tools with which they 
work : So that if Abſalom kiſs them, 'tis Fudas- 
like to betray them : if he bow to them 'tis on 
their Necks to tread and aſcend; and if he 
ſmile, 'tis for contempt,not Love. It they could 
conſider they would know 'tis folly to believe, 
that that man that for his Ambition tramples 
on all the bonds of Nature, the obligation of 
Allegiance, and ties of Religion, that throws 
away all Honour and Honeſty, and comes with 
cruel Arms to tear open the Boſom of his Mo- 
ther, and diſturb the ſetled peace of his native 
Soil, can ever be true to them or have any real 
loye for thole whom he in his ſecret thoughts 
doth ſcorn and deſpiſe. And how miſerable are 
thoſe that for his cauſe fell their Religion, Al- 
legiance,and Faith for an inconſiderable reward. 
And how dreadful mutt their ſtate be that die 
in actual Rebellion againſt their lawful Prince 
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(a ſin of a deep dye ) without poſlible Repen- 
trance. And let us make this uſe of it, hence- 
forth to ſhun the Stratagems of ambitious Re- 
bels, and know when any one courts the Rab- 
ble and bows down to the common people 
(ſirce there is no worth in them to merit love) 
that Interct is jntended, and that Snares and 
Traps, Plots and Treachery is laid againſt our 
Religion or Liberty : When any one vilib] 
deſigns Popularity (the worſt itch of node, 
beware an Abſalom is there. A wile Italian will 
draw his Sword at that man that ſhews him more 
than ordinary kindneſs without a viſible cauſe. 
Thirdly, Conſider how dangerous it is to go 
againſt the Laws of the Land on what pretence 
ſoever. Laws in general are the 5710 099 IIs 
of the world : the Laws of God are our guides 
in Religion, thoſe of the Land in Society ; and 
take away thele, all divine Worſhip, all Mo- 
rality,all Civility.and Society fall to the ground, 
confuſion and deſtruction cover all,and a wide 
door is open to all manner of miſchief. If-once 
we take the liberty to break the Laws of the 
Land, which are the Sinews of a Kingdom, the 
fame pride or obſtinacy, conceit or wiltulneſs 
that runs us 'upon that will not ſtay there, nor 


keep us within the bounds of Religion ; let us * 


therefore not allow our ſelves in the leaſt par- 
ticular 
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ticular to wander from our duty ; a little errour in our 
firſt ſetting out proves a great miſtake in the end, many 
miſchiefs proceeding from deſpicable cauſes; one little 
breach in a Sea-bank being enough todrown a Country. 
It is ſcarce credible in two Lines drawn from the ſame 
Center, how the diſtance between them increaſes the 
farther they go, and were they drawn out to infinity 
they would {till be wider. 

Fourthly, Let ustake heed how we be induced to fin 
upon any deſign or pretence , or for any reward; the 
world hath been too long impoſed upon, and made to 
believe that ſome unlawtul things at ſome times may 
lawfully be done ; and that even Rebellion in ſome cas» 
ſes is meritorious ; and this men were chiefly perſwaded 
to by having a good name put upon an odious thing, 
( evil men being glad of any pretence toſin) thus fight- 
ing againſt the King was fighting the Lords Battles. 
Plundring the Royaliſts was ſpoiling the Egyptians : Se- 
queſtring mens Eſtates,was doing themſelves Juſtice,they 
being Saints and the Earth belonging to them, and many 
other ſuch abominable Tenets. But ſurely if ſin be of 
that virulent and poiſonous nature that nothing could at- 
tone for it but the Bloud of Chriſt, not Rivers of Oy, 
or thouſands of Bullocks or Rams could qualifie it ; ſure- 
ly no deſign can hallow it, no pretence can take away its 
nature : though it may be colour'd and palliated, the ef- 
ſence of it remains ſtill; the Poiſon is Poiſon though took 
in a Cordial ; and ſince Kingdoms cannot buy off Ini- 
= nor Empires be a Sacrifice for Tranſgreſſion ; 
urely the argument is very ſtrong, that then fin ſhould 
not be committed for the greateſt gain, for the higheſt 
intereſt : For what doth it profit a man to gain the whole 
world and loſe his own ſoul? Sure then Rebellion a ſin of 
an high nature ſhould not beentred into,though the pre- 
tence was ſaving a Kiogdom, though our Property, = 
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Liberty, our Lives, our Religion lay at ſtake. 

Fifthly, If none of the former conſiderations can a» 
vail, I would deſire faftious Spirits to conſider the end 
of Rebellion, which as it is founded on the ruines of 
Picty and Rcligion, ſo it ends in infamy, death, and de- 
truction, which the late bleſſings of God to this Land 
do evidently demonſtrate. The Devil was the firſt Re- 
bel, and it coſt him dcar, his Heaven and happinclſs, and 
there is little hope any Rebel ſhould enter that bleſſed 
place, when the firſt Rebel ( after he was ſo) was not 
ſuffered to ſtay one moment in it : and though God 
ſometimes for the ſins of a Nation doth ſuffer Rebellion 
a while to proſper, and makesevil inſtruments his rod 
of CorreGtion ; as the Jews, Gods own people, were pu- 
niſhed by the Idolatrous Philiftines and Chaldeans ; yet 
when God by them had brought his ſacred purpoſes to 
paſs, he ſwept even them away too with the Beſom of 
deſtrution. So though God tor the manifold provoca- 
tions of this Land gave up a pious King (the Mirrour 
of Princes) to the tury and unparallel'd villany of Miſ- 
creants and Regicides, as he did his beloved Son to the 
Jews: yet there ſeems to be as viſible a Curſe on thoſe 
Regicides and their Poſterity, as there was on that curſed 
Nation that cricd, Z/is bloud be upon us and on our chil- 
dren; both of them abhorr'd of God and men. And as 
the greateſt of Judgements both ſeem to be given up to 
Impenitency and hardneſs of heart; for as the Jews that 
murdered our Savicur do yet continue to blaſpheme 
him;ſo thoſe that murdercd the Father(asif they had no 
ſenſe of the ſin) have ſince attempted on one Son by 
private Conſpiracy, and the other by open force, fo that 
it may appear no ncedlels picce of charity to pray for 
them in that Colle of our Church for the converſon of 
Jews, Turks, and Infidels ( to be read on Good Friday ) 
if yet there be a door-open tor Repentance. 

Ha- 
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Having thus conſidered the branches of my Text,the 
mercics we have received at the hand of God cry aloud 
to us tor Thankſgiving, and that we may riſe to a due 
pitch it would be needtul for us to look back upon thoſe 
dangers we have eſcaped. But what mind is there fo 
piercing, or fancy ſo luxuriant that can poſiibly number 
thoſe Devaſtations, Ruines, Maſlacres : the defolations 
of Houſes, Families, and Cities that would have follows 
ed. What pity could have been expected from that 
rude Multitude, the worſt of men, of whom the Rebels 
Army conſiſted, natural enemies to Nobility and grcat- 
neſs, Eminence and Excellence too viſible enemies to the 
Church; and mortal foes of Decency and Order : How 
would all the true Sons of the Church of England, tor 
their Loyalty to their Prince, have been branded with 
the [mputation of Papiſts, and kill'd tumultuoully by a 
Vote of the Commons. And who can ſum upthoſe Hy- 
dra's heads of Schiſm and Faction, thoſe neſtsof Vermine 
that would have overſpread our Zfrae/, thoſe innumera- 
ble Sects, a worſe plague than the Egyptians teit under 
their Frogs or Lice; what praiſe can be enough to God 
tor our deliverance trom all theſe. 

And that the Rebels themſelves'may: not complain 
that they want their ſhare in this days Solemnity. I en- 
treat all choſe that were either publickly or privately fo, 
to conſider that had God given Vitary to their unlaws- 
ful Arms, they would have miſs'd thoſe advantages they 
expected, and rhey have reaſon to praiſe God tor their 
diſappointment : For what concord could there have 
been among that diforderly Rabble, the fink of fo ma- 
ny Sets in Church, and Deſigns in State, which) no (19- 
ner was their common Enemy the Church of England 
deſtroy'd, bur they would have crumbled into innuimc- 
rable Sects and Fattions , and been like the armed Bre- 
thers ſprung of Cadmus Serpents teeth. What ſcrtle- 
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ment in Church or State , when one party in the Weſt 
of Exgland was for Monarchy, thoſe in Scotland for A. 
rſtocracy, and no doubt the Rabble for Democracy 2 
What rule, what ſafety could there be for the Subje&t 2 
and how miſerable a life would that Prince have led that 
was to humour ſo many Fattions? All muſt have been 
confuſion, and who knows where the uncertain Ball of 
Contention would have reſted, toſt from one Set to 
another, to the utter ruine of a flouriſhing Kingdom. 
And let mein the Naine of God defire all thoſe whoſe 
Hearts were with the Rebels, and we have too much rea- 
ſon to believe many were by that viſible Joy that was 
in their faces upon any of their Succeſſes : Let me intreat 
all ſuch to bleſs God that delivered them from their un- 
lawful defires and wiſhes ; let them bleſs God who kept 
them ſafe againſt their wills, that gave them not oppor- 
tunity, means, or power, when they had given them- 
ſelves will, to be Traitors and Rebels. And may the 
miſerable fall of their Brethren be a laſting Memornial for 
them; may it learn them more Piety and Wiſdom than 
to meddle with thoſe that are given to Change. And may 
they, repenting of their ſins, and acknowledging them to 
God and man by future Loyalty, _ with us (though 
they will elſe in nothing ) in offering up Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to God for delivering us trom them, and 
them from themſelves. 
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